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N AUGUST 31, Noble station at

1724 Cortland became the second
of Chicage Surface Lines stations 1o be
abandoned as part of the company’s im.
provement program,

Uriginally built to nccommodate horse
cars, Nohle is the smallest station of the
aystem and coold not be efficiently adapi.
ed to meet modern transportation needs.
Earlier in the year the company’s stalion
ot Division snd Western was .ﬂ.im':lﬂr]_\-‘
abandoned. Division is now being used
by the Carhouse and Garage departinent
for repair and instruction puorposes. It
i= contemplated that Noble will be used
for storage,

‘I.I]IE runs “'hi".l'l Ilﬁ\-'{'. liﬁ"ll hujidlﬂd
from Noble have been transferred to
various other stations as follows: Arm-
itage Avenue one-man sireetcar line to
MNorth Aveoue station; Ashland, to Lin.
coln station; Elston Avenue o Elston
stalion ; Morgan-Racine one-man line 1o
Blue lsland. The Southport branch of
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Rehind the ivy-covered buildings ot Noble Sttion are the open
storage lot and the long - to - be - remembered flower garden.

the Ashland streetear line was abandoned
at the same time and replaced with motor
bus service operating from Devon.

f‘nppruximalely 300 trainmen  wers
affeeted IJ}' the l.‘ll:rE]'.llE of Noble and have
been transferred to the various stations
receiving the lines,

Noble station was built in 1886 by the
Chicago West Division Railway com-
pany. It has an “old world” atmosphere
which has withstoad or iz beeause of—
radical alterations performed at various
times in the past.

The original buildings consisted of
a on¢ and two story horscbarn, and a
one and three story car barn, with a
blacksmith shop in back. In 1893, with
the advent of the electric trolley cars,
the roof and second story were removed
[rom the horse barn, The entrances on
Hermitage were closed up and the barns
were converted into an open air storage.

Much of the old horse-car track was
never removed, however, and has been
in continuous use,

The car barns were altered in 1911

FRONT COVER—A group of trainmen nssemble in Front of Nohle's huge
old-fashioned doors now closed 1o the setive transportation business. In
the garden Superintendent Elmer Balfane says farewell 1o the station’s two
tralmmen with the greatest seniority—Conductor Richard Kempink and

Motorman Tom Corkel.



te add service and repaic pits. A passage-
wiy was cut through the building to
give access to the open storage lot and
the blacksmith shop was completely re-
moved,

The repair bays are very short, and
with the huge wooden front doors, which
have never been modemized, and the
”IH:‘]l ﬁtf_ll]_'ﬂ'g'E' ﬂrll'l ”ﬂ“'l_"]' !,;rl.:rdl'rl “'hil'h
can be El'i:'l'r]ilf-f"l‘l in the rear, ;_':IH.'IT the
effect of the entrance to a medieval cas-
tle. The station’s garden has always been
one of Chicago Surface Line’s beauty
spots. Tt is completely enclosed by high
femces and buildings and has its own
hothouse and seed beds, Back in the dn}'s
r:-f Ea n!:*n contesis it won many prizf',-s.

The elosing of the station brings up
many stories. Oldtimers recall that the
trailer cars were stored on the second
and third Hoors of the carbarn and had
to be hrought down each day on a Lt

Perhaps the biggest event in the life
of the station waz the attempted robbery
which ook place just 21 years ago in
Avgust. Three men and two girls at.
tempted to get away with the day's re-
ceipts, amounting lo several thousands
af dollars, but were routed in a hectic
ten minute gun battle with concealed
police officers. (Md bullet holes still are
visible around the station and in some
of the furniture,

Form Two New Routes
From 4 Northside Lines

HE CONSOLIDATION of four
northside streetear lines to form two

pew rotles, and the substitution of buses
for streetear service was announced by
John E. Sullivan, chairman of the Joint
Board of Management and Operation.
The changes were effective Augunst 31,
The Riverview-Larrabee and Lincoln-
Wells lines were consolidated to form
one streetear line, while the Taylor-
Sedpgwick-Sheflicld and Webster-Racine
lines were combined into a new bus
route. Al the same timp the Southport
section of the Ashland Avenue street-
car line was converted to bus u|I|E:I‘II!.iﬂI].

-

ﬁl.‘!llihg il Rosehill dreive on Riavens-
wood, the new combined Lincoln-Wells
and Riverview-Lorrabee voute will pro-
vide service on Ravenswood, Balmoral,
Damen, Lincoln, Larrabee, Chicago,
Wells, Harrison, and Dearborn 1o Polk
siresl,

The Taylor-Sedgwick-Shefheld buses
will operate from Clark street on Shef-
ficld, Webster, Sedgwick, Division,
Wells, Polk, Canal, and Tavlor to West-

e avenue,

Service on Southport was formerly
supplied by the Ashland-Southport line,
The buses operale from Clark and Trv-
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ing Park 1o Sauthport, to Cortland, and
west o Paohina

The bus substitutions were made pos-
sible at this time by the delivery of ap-
proximately 4 ACF Brill buses during
the month of August,

The Chicago Surface Lines now has
four bus lines supplying serviee to the
lonp area,

ABOVE—Houwie: of the two
new bos lines, LEFT—New
rowte of the combined Lin.
coln-Rosehill and Riverview-
Lorrabee lines,
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